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How little these resounding victories were to the credit of the
British politicians is shown by the fact that as late as July 1918
Lord Milner, after a visit to France on behalf of the War
Cabinet, reported that it would be unwise to seek a decision
before the spring of 1919; Mr. Lloyd George at once took the
astonishing precaution of writing to Sir Douglas Haig and
disclaiming any responsibility for the offensive scheduled to
begin on 8th August.

The decisive factors which led to the collapse of the central
powers and their Balkan ally were the blockade, the solvent
effect of the encouragement given to racial minorities by the
United States, the political effect on all our enemies of President
Wilson's Fourteen Points (and, most notably, the promise of
no annexations and no indemnities), and the increasing influx
of American troops to the western front which made it necessary
for the Germans to seek a military decision, if ever, early in
1918. Given these conditions it required only resolute will,
an undivided command, and the intelligent use of the new
weapons to secure a military decision. It is necessary, in the
interests of historical justice, to emphasize the fact that,
although, by August 1918, the war could not have been lost, it
was as the result, and solely as the result, of a series of brilliant
and decisive battles finely conceived and gallantly fought
(mainly by the British) that the war was won. It was as solely
due to the gallantry of the rank and file of the French and
British Armies and the skill and courage of the British Navy that
the war had not been earlier lost by the mistakes of the high
commands and the divided and inconclusive leadership of the
allied governments.

The Armistice of i ith November was not signed, as has been
so often said, on the basis of the Fourteen Points. When the
Germans asked for an armistice the allies had demanded the
unconditional surrender of the German forces on sea and land;
they would not grant an armistice on any other terms. It is
quite irrelevant to inquire how the German Government, which
had, as a matter of historical fact, ceased to exist on that day>
interpreted the Fourteen Points at that time. The armistice
arose out of the military situation and was entered into at the
request of the German High Command for the purpose of